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MINUTES
Traffic Engineering Committee
Tuesday, April 4, 2017
3635 4th Avenue
Moline, IL 61265




PRESENT:				Scott Hinton
					Shawn Christ
					Laura Klauer
					Todd Allen 
					Sergeant Chris Pickens 
						 
OTHERS:				Alderman Waldron
					Mayor Raes
					Dave Calloway
						Lisa Martinez 	

STAFF:				Heather Hurley
						Matt Moore
						 
Scott Hinton called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Agenda Items:

1. Approval of minutes for the Traffic Engineering Committee meeting of March 7, 2017. Motion to approve minutes by Klauer, seconded by Christ.  Motion carried unanimously.

2. Other.  Dave Calloway and Lisa Martinez spoke on behalf of Moline High School in regards to a safety issue with students crossing 26th Avenue before and after school.  A recent incident occurred resulting in a student nearly being hit by a vehicle when crossing 26th Avenue.  There have been consistent issues with vehicles not acknowledging the current crosswalk on 26th Avenue.  Committee discussed the different options of installing a flashing warning sign or standing crosswalk sign in the middle of street where crosswalk is located.  The flashing sign has had issues with drivers getting too use to its presence and in turn the signal becomes ignored.  The alternative option is to set the sign to flash only when a crosswalk button is pushed; however in most cases the sign is not properly utilized when pedestrians do not use the button to activate the flashing light.  The standing crosswalk sign becomes an issue as well and consistently gets damaged from vehicles and is difficult to plow around during winter months.  Hinton questioned if it were possible to make the west side of 26th Avenue the only area to drop students off.  Calloway responded with concern about the possibility of major congestion if the west side was the only drop off area.  The committee questioned whether or not the crosswalks will be utilized if installed.  Will students simply cross wherever they are dropped off instead of using the crosswalks?  Martinez explained that students currently use the sidewalk and crosswalk when traveling to and from the tennis courts and drivers education driving range.  Teachers are present and enforce the use of crosswalks during school hours.  Most students utilize the sidewalk and crosswalk when traveling to and from the school.    Christ motioned to repaint the current crosswalk and install an additional crosswalk with appropriate signage on 26th Avenue, seconded by Sergeant Pickens.  Motion carried unanimously. 

3. Informational item in regards to the request to install traffic lights at the intersection of 12th Avenue and 34th Street.    Warrants were investigated in house for this intersection.  Moore found that the intersection is currently providing a level “F” service during peak hour traffic volumes.  Three of eight warrants were satisfied for the signalization of the intersection.  It was found that it is possible to provide a level of service “C” with three phase signalization. Also, it is important to consider if the benefits of signalization outweigh the additional installation and maintenance costs for this particular intersection.  Committee discussed the slope on the east side of this intersection and how vehicles might have issues approaching a signaled intersection as well as stopping or slowing down during certain weather conditions.  Hinton added that the intersection of 7th Street and Valley View Drive has been reported as tied with this intersection for traffic incidents; however this intersection doesn’t warrant the expense of signals as the issues are only for a minimal time frame during heavy traffic periods in the morning and evening.  Sergeant Pickens added that traffic accidents at this intersection have been minor and only a few resulted in personal injury.  Klauer stated that having signals installed could cause more severe accidents as vehicles would be traveling at a higher speed.  Committee discussed the possibility of relocating signals from one intersection to another in order to save cost.  Hinton explained that the lights being relocated would have to match the intersection they’re moving to and most signals are older and would not be worth relocating.  Hinton stated that a motion is not necessary unless the committee wishes to install signals within this intersection.  The committee did not make a motion.     


4. Request to remove a person with disabilities parking space at the residence of 412 20th Avenue.  Sergeant Pickens motioned to approve the request to remove the persons with disabilities parking space at the residence of 412 20th Avenue, seconded by Allen.  Motion carried unanimously.     

5. Request for a person with disabilities parking space at the residence of 408 20th Avenue.  Sergeant Pickens explained that the tenant is requesting a person with disabilities parking space due to the issue of there not being a perpendicular sidewalk on the property.  The resident does not want to walk through the yard in order to access the street as there are several holes.  The resident wants to be able to walk directly from her sidewalk to the street.  At this time the resident doesn’t own a vehicle and wants the space so she can access the road from her sidewalk when walking to work.  Sergeant Pickens explained that the applicant does have disabilities; however she is able to walk to and from her place of employment.  Sergeant Pickens motioned to deny the request for a person with disabilities parking space at the residence of 408 20th Avenue, seconded by Klauer.  Motion carried unanimously.  


Motion to adjourn by Hinton, seconded by Sergeant Pickens. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 2:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Heather Hurley
Administrative Secretary, Public Works - Engineering
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