Flood Insurance

Fact: A Structure in a flood hazard area has a 26% chance
of total flood loss over a 30-year period, the life of a typical mortgage. Standard property insurance policies DO NOT
cover flood damage. The entire building value can be lost
with a single flood.

Drainage System Maintenance
The City of Moline Public Works Department clears and
maintains its stormwater basins, inlets, pipes, and pumps.
It does not maintain ravines, ditches, and waterways on private property. The City encourages its residents to keep such
areas free of debris to maintain carrying capacity and reduce
blockages that contribute to flooding.
Dumping and placing debris in ravines, ditches, and waterways is prohibited. Local ordinances restrict the release of
any items other than uncontaminated stormwater into the
drainage system and natural waterways. Questions about
dumping enforcement may be directed to the Environmental
Manager at 309-524-2363.

The City of Moline participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). Flood insurance is available for all Moline residents and is required for all properties located within
a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) that receive a loan from
a Federally regulated or insured lender. If you do not have
flood insurance, talk to your insurance agent. Renters can
also obtain insurance for contents and belongings. NOTE:
There is a 30-day waiting period before coverage becomes
effective.

Flood Warnings
Moline does not have a flood warning system in place. Some
floods resulting from heavy rains upstream may be predictable in advance and enable residents to prepare or evacuate. However, flash floods resulting from heavy local rains
and runoff aren’t as predictable. The City encourages its residents to listen to local news radio and television stations for
flood warnings and prepare accordingly. Monitor river levels
and flood warnings at http://water.weather.gov.

Information
About
Local
Flood
Hazards
Turn around, don’t drown!

Always cooperate with emergency officials and rescue personnel!
Contacts for More Information
• http://www.floodsmart.gov
• http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/index.shtm
• http://www.moline.il.us
• Local Floodplain Manager, Moline City Hall, 619 16th
Street, Moline, IL, 309-524-2050
• Moline Public Library, 3210 41st Street

Substantial Improvement & Damage Requirements
A floodplain development authorization must be obtained
from the Planning & Development Department for any and
all development within a flood hazard area. Improvements to
a structure which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value, tracked cumulatively, requires protection from the base
flood, which is typically achieved by elevating the structure.
Similarly, any building that is damaged by more than 50% of
its market value must also comply with current regulations.
For more information please see Section 13-1101(6) of Moline’s Floodplain Development Code. A Floodplain Development Authorization Form is also available at Moline.il.us.

Contact:
Ryan Berger
Planning & Development
Department
Local Floodplain Manager
619 16th Street
Moline, IL 61265
Office: (309) 524-2050
Fax: (309) 524-2031
Email:
rberger@moline.il.us

Erica Williams
Engineering Department
Environmental Manager
3635 4th Avenue
Moline, IL 61265
Office: (309) 524-2363
Email: ewilliams@moline.il.us

FLOOD

Be sure to follow these important flood safety rules to reduce risks during a flood:
Don’t drive through a flooded area. More people drown in
cars than anywhere else. The water depth and road condition are always unknown. Vehicles can be swept away in only
18 to 24 inches of water.
Don’t walk through floodwaters. Flood currents are also deceptive. Adults can be swept off their feet in only 6 inches
of water.

Flood Hazard Areas
The Mississippi River, the Rock River, and their tributaries are
the primary sources of flooding in Moline. The Mississippi is
the largest river in North America and forms the boundary
between the Iowa and Illinois Quad Cities. On July 9, 1993,
the Mississippi River rose to a record 22.63 feet in Moline,
7.63 feet above flood stage. This is often considered the base
flood (1% annual chance or “100-year” flood).
The Rock River is a tributary of the Mississippi River and traverses the southern half of Moline. On April 21, 2013, the
Rock River rose to a record 16.53 feet, 4.53 feet above flood
stage. This flood was cased by widespread heavy rains. Annual flooding is common on the Rock River.
The City of Moline’s Planning & Development Department
can determine if your property falls within a Special Flood
Hazard Area and can provide additional flood documentation upon request (contact info at right).
Natural & Beneficial Functions
Watercourses and floodplains that are relatively undisturbed
limit stormwater and flood damage, improve water quality,
reduce soil erosion, protect habitats, and provide aesthetic
and recreational benefits. Moline’s zoning and flood protection standards have been crafted to protect and preserve
these natural areas.

Property Protection Measures
The following measures may reduce damage to flood susceptible properties:
• Grade your yard for proper drainage.

Avoid electrical lines and equipment. Electrocution is the
second leading cause of death during floods. Turn off power
at your service panel. Electrical current will travel through
flood water.

• Seal and protect water entry points. Use watertight seals
and flood-resistant building materials.

Be alert to gas leaks. Turn off gas to your house before a
flood. If you smell gas, report it to your gas company and
avoid open flames.

• Install a floor drain plug, standpipe, overhead sewer, or
sewer backup valve to prevent backup flooding.

Don’t use gas engines or fires indoors during power outages. These pose risk of carbon monoxide poisoning and
house fires.
Clean anything that has been wet. Flood water will be contaminated with sewage, oil, gasoline, and a variety of chemicals that post severe health risks.
For more information on flood safety please visit tadd.weather.gov.

• Elevate or anchor LP tanks and outbuildings.

• Elevate utilities such as heating and air conditioning systems, water heaters, washer/dryers, and other major appliances to higher floors or on raised platforms.
• Temporarily move furniture, electronics, and other valuables to higher floors; sandbag exterior openings.
• Mark your fuse or breaker box to quickly identify circuits to
floodable areas. Turning off power to the basement and low
areas can reduce damage and save lives.
• Carry and maintain flood insurance.
• To avoid repetitive losses, consider elevating or relocating
the entire structure.
Contact the Moline Building Division (309-524-2370, 3635
4th Avenue) prior to making any improvements to obtain applicable building permits.
The City of Moline is also available to assist with drainage
and flooding problems and/or questions.
For drainage assistance contact Environmental Manager,
Erica Williams at 309-524-2363. For flooding assistance,
con-tact Land Development Manager, Ryan Berger at
309-524-2050.

