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Status & Information Report 

To:   Mayor & City Council 

Department:  Public Works 

Month:   June 2022 

 

High School Internship Program 

CATEGORY: Council Goal 

The first year for this program started with a tour and introduction of 6 divisions within the Public Works and 

Utilities Departments to 20+ high school juniors from Moline High School. We have successfully agreed to 

engage with 3 students to advance into the 2nd tier of the program for a 6-week summer internship beginning 

the first full week of June. These 3 students will participate in 4-hour work days for one week in each of the 

divisions, which include: Water and Waste Water Treatment Plants, Utilities field work, Parks and Streets 

Maintenance, Fleet services and Engineering.  

One Stop Shop 

CATEGORY: Action Plan 

Design service proposals are being reviewed to complete a design and needs evaluation of the Public Works 

facility to convert into full service one stop shop. Once a designer is selected and approved, staff will form a 

committee to oversee the design and ensure all needed functions are covered and appropriately placed within 

the facility. 

The basement at City Hall has begun to be organized and demolition of water damaged walls has started to 

prepare for design of the space and determine waterproofing needs for the area. A design of the space and 

HVAC system will begin to ensure the future needs and functionality at City Hall will be met as staff prepares 

for movement for the one-stop-shop process. 

Public Education and Community Outreach  
CATEGORY: Department Goal 
The Public Works Department has participated in several small events throughout the city to help promote the 
PW functions. Along with the successful event at Janes Adams Elementary School we are planning facility tours 
with 2 local middle schools as part of their summer programs. Each school will have a 3-hour tour with an 
opportunity to learn and ask questions of all the divisions within the Public Works Department. We will be 
hosting upwards of 30 students with each tour and will discuss our new high school intern program as well as 
the future needs for leaders within the field of Public Works and public service.   
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Building Safety Month  
CATEGORY: Department Goal 
“Safety for All: Building Codes in Action,” the theme for Building Safety Month 2022, encourages us all to raise 
awareness about planning for safe and sustainable construction; career opportunities in building safety; 
understanding disaster mitigation, energy conservation; and creating a safe and abundant water supply for the 
benefit of all.  Each year, in observance of Building Safety Month, people all over the world are asked to 
consider the commitment to improve building safety, resilience and economic investment at home and in the 
community, and to acknowledge the essential service provided to all of us by local and state building. 

National Public Works Week – May 15 – 21, 2022 

CATEGORY: Department Goal 

National Public Works Week is observed during the third full week of May to recognize the importance of 

public works in an organized society. This year, it took place from May 15 to 21. The week-long observation 

also sheds light on the brave and essential role that the public works employees play in our lives. By definition, 

public works is the state-funded physical and social infrastructure of a country. From the sanitation of our 

roads to the dams and power grids, public works is an indispensable part of any developed society. 
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Status & Information Report 

To:   Mayor & City Council 

Department:  Utilities 

Month:   June 2022 

 

Rock River Valley Regional Sewer System IGA/ Outside Rates 

CATEGORY: Strategic Goal – 2.3 E Conduct Utilities Rate Study 

Staff has been working to finalize the draft IGA amendment.  Coupled with that is a cost of service analysis 

which will identify the true cost associated with conveying and treating wastewater from the contributing 

jurisdictions.  Also included in the analysis is the cost of service to retail customers outside city limits. 

North Slope WWTP Draft Permit 

CATEGORY: Departmental Goal – regulatory compliance (budgeted) 
The five year permit for North Slope expired in September of 2020.  IEPA issued a draft permit to Moline in 
early late April/early May.  Staff studied the proposal and responded with a number of questions.  IEPA is in 
receipt of our inquiry.  Moline will continue to operate under the 2015 permit until our questions are resolved.  
Inevitably, one of the first requirements after issuance, will be completion of a local limits evaluation within 6 
months of issuance.  Staff will bring an engineering professional services agreement forward as soon as 
possible to get that process initiated. 

13th ST Sewer Improvement Project 
Category: Strategic Goal 1.6 A Create Infrastructure Investments to Reduce Flooding 
The engineering department has designed and advertised for bidding a project to improve sanitary sewers in 

the 13th Street and 26th Avenue area.  This is an unbudgeted project that was thrust to the forefront 

following a sewer back-up issue at one of the residences serviced by the existing sewer.  The extension project 

will remove approximately 143 feet of existing sanitary sewer main that is prone to back-ups because it lacks 

proper grade to flow to the downstream manhole.  In addition, there will be 416 feet of new 8” sanitary sewer 

main and 4 manholes installed.  The project will redirect flow to the east down 26th Ave to 13th Street, then 

south to an existing manhole. The bid opening for the project will be at 11:00 a.m. on June 7th, 2022. 

Silvis Water Main – Status Update 
CATEGORY: Strategic Goal 3.3 C Maximize Water Plant Excess Capacity 

Application for construction permit was submitted to IEPA in late April/early May.  The IEPA review is well 

underway.  As expected, the water quality/new source component of the evaluation has created questions 

which staff is working to compile.  The project is nearing advertisement for bidding.  In addition, staff has been 

in contact with Deere and Company with regard to establishment of a connection to this main for irrigation 

water for the headquarter facility.    
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Balcaen’s Addition Water Inquiry 

CATEGORY: Strategic Goal 3.4 H Explore Development Opportunities South of Rock River 

A 16 home subdivision on the bluff south of QC Airport has inquired about water service as an existing 

regulated well system is in need of significant improvements.  Staff is developing an engineering estimate for a 

water main extension as well as allocation of costs associated with four different segments of the extension. 

MHS Food Waste Separation Pilot 

CATEGORY: 1.6 D Investigate Environmental Best Practices Opportunities 

As the result of discussion in the Mayor’s Environmental Working Group, staff partnered with Moline High 

School through the week of May 16th – 20th to help implement a pilot program to separate food waste from 

all other refuse during the school’s lunch periods. This was in an effort to gauge both the amount of public 

interest and the food available to collect. We used this opportunity to educate the students on the process of 

creating biogas from food scraps, and how that biogas can create energy that benefits both the community 

and environment. Although it was difficult to monitor each station and there was a small mixture of normal 

refuse mixed in with the food waste, we estimate that we could collect about 200 gallons of food waste each 

week. Overall the students seemed very engaged in this activity and we received some great suggestions on 

how to improve upon a full time food waste program in the future.  

Oak Glen Water Tank Rehabilitation 

CATEGORY: 1.6 D Investigate Environmental Best Practices Opportunities 

113th Ave Water Tower (formerly the Oak Glen Home Water Tower) 

Category: Departmental Goal – enhance physical improvements 

Oak Glen Nursing Home was abandoned and demolished more than two decades ago. In 2018, through 
intergovernmental agreement with Rock Island County, ownership of the water tanks serving the home were 
transferred to Moline.  Presently, staff is addressing safety and operational deficiencies related to these tanks, 
which are situated at the proper elevation to serve this growth area.   Recent removal of three water pumps 
and inspection of the three intake barrels will soon occur.   These efforts move us to eventual utilization of this 
water tower when the city grows to the south. 

 

 

    


