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Background

Congress passed the Clean Water Act (CWA) in 1972 in an attempt to
eliminate pollution from the nation’s wetlands, rivers, lakes, and
streams. To monitor discharges into our waters factories, treatment
plants, and other “point” source dischargers had to apply for a Na-
tional Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit.

The NPDES Permit required industries to follow rules, regulations,
and standards for controlling pollution in their discharge. In 1985, a
review of the effectiveness of the CWA showed that it had little effect
on eliminating pollution. In 1987, Congress passed an amendment to
the CWA that required “non-point” sources, such as overland runoff
from construction sites, parking lots, yards, rooftops, and streets, to be
regulated as well.

Most municipalities across the nation are now required to obtain a

- NPDES Permit and abide by rules, regulations, and standards to moni-
tor runoff that enters the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
(MS4). As part of the NPDES Permit, programs must be established
for public education and outreach, public involvement and participa-
tion, illicit discharge detection and elimination, construction site run-
off control, post-construction runoff control, pollution prevention and
good housekeeping.

Although the NPDES Permit and all associated regulations are Feder-
ally mandated, federal funding is not available for implementation.
Therefore, it is up to each individual municipality to secure funding,
in the most equitable way they see fit, to assure that all mandated
rules and regulations are being met.

Nonpoint
Sources

Suburban Development

Graphic courtesy of NOAA Ocean Service

Function

The stormwater system is intended to prevent flooding and environ-
mental degradation to improve living conditions in Moline. Stormwa-
ter management can no longer be addressed solely by building larger
pipes and drains to remove stormwater but must be analyzed from a
total water resources management point of view. All properties, re-
gardless of their location in a watershed, have an impact on water
resources. For many years the City placed stormwater management on
the back burmner. However, increased urbanization and tougher envi-
ronmental regulations from the NPDES Permit process have intensi-
fied the need for stormwater management. Current stormwater man-
agement problems must be addressed and long range plans developed
to minimize future problems.

Dept of Public Works
3635 4th Avenue
Moline IL 61265

Phone: 309-524-2363
Fax: 309-524-2369
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